SACRED HEART PARISH
CONFIRMED MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH PASTORAL
COUNCIL HELD ON 9 JUNE 2016 in the Parish Lounge
PRESENT.
Canon John Clark (President), Kate Kirkland (Chair), Anne Waldron (Vice Chair), Faye McGillian (Secretary), Raja Gomez,
Polly Harrison, Matthew Hill, David Toms-Sheridan, Chris Woodward

ACTION
Item No
1.
2.

Opening Prayer
Led by Kate.
Apologies for absence
Apologies had been received from, Cat Porter, Maggie Rarieya and Rehana Edun Noys.

3.

Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes were agreed.

4.

Matters arising from the last minutes not on the agenda
Kate had contacted Cat Porter who said that due to her other commitments she had
decided to resign as a member of the PPC, but would be happy to attend meetings that are
discussing youth matters It was agreed that filling the vacancy should be left until the
discussions on the role of the PPC were finalised.
Chris had no further updates on the car parking, but thought that the exercise deterring all
day parking had had a positive effect.
The candidate for the youth minister role had been unable to attend the scheduled
interview day as she had broken her leg. The post has been re-advertised and the existing
candidate had been told she would be interviewed. The closing date was the first weekend
in July, with interviews taking place on Friday 8 July. Matthew reported that the
confirmation team had been advertising the vacancy on social media. Matthew would
arrange for a group of sixth formers to take part in the selection process.

Matthew

Canon John reported that two catechists for the First Communion programme had agreed
to carry on next year, and that Pascale may have found someone to help with the admin.
The PPC thanked Pascale for her excellent report on the First Communion programme and
for all her and her team’s, hard work this year.
The Finance committee had been looking at how the website could be used more
efficiently for the parish – online hall bookings, ticket selling for events etc. Chris reported
that a facilitator had been engaged to help with drawing up a brief specifying what the
parish would like the website to be able to do. Anne asked how feedback could be given.
Chris reported that key personnel had been emailed to come to the meeting and that PPC
members were welcome too.
Polly had obtained the Parish Directory and would proof-check it in the next few weeks.

Polly
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Canon John reported that the social group had not yet met, so the planned parish day
would not take place this year. It was agreed that the PPC would instead hold an ‘at home’
as parishioners are now familiar with the concept which has worked successfully. If
successful, PPC ‘at homes’ could be held three times a year (once per term). Faye would
contact Thelma to check the availability of a venue on Saturday 16 July after the 10am
Mass.
It was agreed that the PPC’s report should be available on the weekend of 9/10 July and
that a questions/suggestions box would be available at the back of church. Kate asked
Chris to provide a finance report and Matthew to provide a Confirmation/Alpha report.
5.

Faye

Kate

Chris
Matthew

Matters which Canon John wishes to raise
Canon John reported that he had passed a letter from the Vicar General about installing
defibrillators in churches for use by the community to the Finance Committee. The parish
would have to fund the apparatus and the cost was around £2,000. David agreed to speak
to his contacts about potential funding sources. Kate said that the Wimbledon Foundation,
the Charity of the All England Club and The Championships, was also a source of funding for
activities that supported the community in Merton and Wandsworth.

David

Canon John reported that a sewing group had been formed to make and repair altar linens
and vestments and that those interested in promoting the social life of the Parish had been
invited to a meeting on Friday, 17th June.
6.

PPC Role
Kate asked all those present to give their thoughts on the papers that had been circulated
on the role of the PPC.
Raja, having done research on similar groups in Ireland and the USA, felt that the purpose
of them all was similar. Our current handbook refers a lot to the parish plan and this is
what needs to be updated/considered and communicated with parishioners.
Anne said that she was unclear about the group’s role beyond meetings and how individual
members, with their varied skills, could contribute to the life of the Parish. She was also
unclear about the PPC’s role in setting strategy.
Matthew believed that the PPC’s role was to support the Parish Priest and parish team,
especially in such a large and complex parish and in the absence of a youth minister.
Matthew felt that the PPC should play a strategic role, delegating tasks to other groups to
implement, and receiving feedback from parish groups about their ideas, concerns and
need for support.
Faye felt that the group had been task based and now needed to play a more strategic role.
David stressed the need to embrace technology and use this to improve links with parish
groups in a two-way dialogue to pick up on issues, concerns and actions from groups.
Chris felt that the role was two fold – strategic, and keeping in touch with parish groups.
Canon John suggested that the PPC should start by reviewing the parish plan and its
associated documentation. This would help determine what had been achieved and what
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still needed to be done. The PPC could focus on its strategic role and set future priorities
for action, delegating implementation to others.
After discussion, it was agreed that Kate, Raja and Faye would circulate the existing parish
plan paperwork for all to consider. If necessary, Kate would ask Jenny Cairns if she had any
missing paperwork. A discussion about the plan would be the main agenda item for
October’s meeting, as Canon John would not be present at the September meeting
7.

Kate, Raja,
Faye

Matters dealt with by the executive group since the meeting
No matters had been dealt with by the executive group since the last meeting.

8.

Standing Items

a) Finances and building works
Chris reported that accounts for the first quarter of the financial year were on the
website and that at present the parish was on budget. Chris reported that Michael
Brewster was standing down from his role, but that a possible replacement has been
found. Two new members have joined the Finance Committee: Ian Rutter and Paul
Ginty.
Expenditure on new curtains for the Upper Hall, the painting of the sacristy and new
hymn books had been approved.
Matthew asked if it would be possible to update the speakers in the hall with portable
Bluetooth ones. After discussion, it was agreed that Matthew would do some
research into pricing.

Matthew

With regard to the lottery funding bid for major repairs to the fabric of the Church,
Chris reported that he had been advised that a bid to the Places of Worship Fund,
would be more likely be successful than a bid to the Heritage Grants Fund, but the
maximum grant awarded by the Places of Worship Fund was £250,000, whereas the
maximum from the Heritage Grants Fund was £1m. Chris reported that a review was
being undertaken to identify urgent works as this would assist with the bid. Even if
the bid was approved in full, the parish would need to draw on its reserves and launch
a major appeal to raise the balance.

b) Items raised by parishioners
Chris reported that a parishioner was not happy with the two-year length of the
confirmation programme. Matthew clarified that this was not the case and that both
the Confirmation and Alpha programmes were a year in length. Chris to reassure
parishioner.

Chris

c) Deanery Information
The Parish Priest at Christ the King recently celebrated his 50th anniversary.

d) Report from Think Tank
The Think Tank had not met since the last PPC meeting.
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9.

Items for inclusion in Edgeways:
Promotion of the PPC ‘At Home’ event.

13.

Faye

Date of Next Meeting:
Thursday 7 July 2016 8pm in the Parish Lounge

NEW AGENDA ITEMS AND PAPERS FOR INCLUSION WITH THE NEXT AGENDA SHOULD BE RECEIVED BY FAYE NO LATER
THAN WEDNESDAY 29 JUNE.
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